Homeland security crimps
use of model rocket engines,
threatens to dampen interest

By SHELBY G. SPIRES
Times Acrospace Writer
shelbyrithtimes com

new law made to protect Amer-
ica in the wake of Sept. 11 may
threaten a major h in the

ket City = the launching of

roc

Under the Safe Explosives Act
signed by President Bush in Novem-
ber, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives will now
require extensive background checks
fior people who use heavy model rock-
et engines. The new law, and the
agency’s plan to begin enforcing
stricter regulations by May 24, is
causing concern among model rocket
enthusiasts

The worry is that rocket engines ,

that help launch young minds into
schenoe engineering will become
too hard to come by.

“There wouldnt have been any
TRocket Boys' if this had been around
during (Author Homer Hickam's)
time,” said Vince Huegele, a local
rocket enthusiast md%r\é& optics

eer.

ickam, a Huntsville resident and
former NABA em loyee, is the author
of “Rocket Bows,” a book \!n-u]'. how
his bayhood penchant for model rock-
ots prnpdlorgim 1o a career in the
Epace pr n. The book was made
into a hit movie, > 38 vy

ter regulations restrict

availability of sport rocket motors
that contain more than 62.5 grams of

v a Ghorv B,
students put together a rocket motor at last spring's Stu-

* Tes

UAH englnecring
dent Launch Initiative. The new Safe Explosives Act would prevent the

your rocket to

t may not seem like an fssue for
anybody other 1 roc
hv&:lm but the law could force
teachers who use rocketry as an edu-
cation tool to abandon the practice,
Huegele said. That would severely
cramp Marshall Space Flight Cen-

pe P
propellant, The propellant, according
to the ATFE, is now considered an
explosive under the auspices of
Organized Crime Control Act of 1570.
he ATFE wants hobbyists to
obtain a Low Explosive Users Permit
in order to use the rocket engines.
That permit requires an extensive
criminal background check that some
hobbyists and teachers might find too
cumbersome, |

its not. Its
want an explosive in the rocket busi-

ter's Student Launch Initiative, say

AL8.

Students’ from local and
high schools participate annually in
the Student Launch Initintive (a play

{ASA's Space Latinch

Initiative program), model
mdnlnns.:mﬁl'lc jonds.

is that the Student

Launch Initiative will develop a

science force that NASA

and other high-tech interests could

draw employees from in the future,
f

The next round of student launch-
e is scheduled for May 3, before the
new restrictions fect, ing
to NASA spokesman Jerry Berg, so
the tighter regulations probably
won't become an issue until next year.

However, the regulation change
already has forced some parcel carn-
ers to say no to delivering the heavy
rocket engines because regulations
require every one who comes in con-
tact with the engines to go through a
criminal investigation. United Parcel
Bervioe has refused to take the
engines.

ﬂurman Black, a UPS spokesman,

Please see ROCKET on C3



}.-'oméfaﬁd security laws threaten one of the Racker City’s fWﬂ babbﬁes .

Contimued from page Gl

said the company tnﬁ to re-
sume - transporting model
rockel engines, but not until it

ts clarifieation of the rules
rom the government,

He said UPS suspended the
sihipments aboul two weeks
after railroads began
to  sccept  ground-shipment
pa;?k.lmgm from UPS that con-
Lal anything remotely con-

hazardous.

n&'i; s:uk. UPS could be in
fros if one al one
distribution mwmw 1 pass
@ background check or is found
to have used drugs, he said,

“1' can't y that every

ri-time package sorfer in
ﬂimm rblm working from §
pox to midnight absolutely does
not fall into any category under
:ﬂl of these regulations,” Black

Pierce, both active in the Hunts-
ville Area Hocke Associa-
tion, because rocketry
not only gets students interested
in learning about math amd sei-
ence, but Il teaches leamwork

build until

rade or so, but the stedents

ose inferest in them after they

get older,” said Plerce, Rocket-

ry Assoclation president and a

wlnim engineer at Mar-
L

The larger rockels are more
complex, take longer to build
and are considered a mare ad-
vanced teaching tool for stu-
Imll“’l'lg‘um: off and k

¥s and war

Lher E;l wi{ﬂu this rocked
gel bo run their own little
space agency and call the

shota” said ele, who is in-
valved in the Launch
Initiative. “They use the same

E‘maudpmceﬁ;mwal
ASA use on a project.
have and team

ers and they all have to learn
how to talk and work
to bauild this rocket
their payloads up and down
salely.

“Where else do you find that
in high schood? T don't think you
find it anywhere to this degree.

Aerospace ineers and
mm:gm call a anfed feam
work “systems engineering.”
Empla put, it rrgn li'ng
complex things to work right.

“T can't =a about the
value of the t Launch Ini-
tialive,” Arl
tor of MABA's

-

E:,jm force isswes have domi-
i Fmernmlam. man-
m‘n ar the past decade. Even

@ slower sponomy, many
high skilled workers m:n rrhm:e
moreg money in |:Ihdi! =
ness. It's hard for the povern-

To add to that problem,
NASA and ml]jtar;y niza-
tions face a work lorce thal is
growing older. Army and NASA

managers in Hunlsville esli-
male almost hall the 10,000

FIND WAYS TO
INCREASE YOUR

PROFIT

! regulation

go a

m&n have to be certi-
by club members that they

certification.

“It’s like an aﬂ:mllae ty
Arr 45 e said.
“They come to us, and we show
them how to operate it It's all

self- and we've done
mﬁﬁ?ﬂm years. There's
no need for a change.”
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105 W, WASHINGTON STREET
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